
The City of West University Place 
A Neighborhood City 

 
CITY COUNCIL STAFF 
Bob Higley, Mayor David J. Beach, City Manager 
Kevin Trautner, Mayor Pro Tem  Alan Petrov, City Attorney 
John P. Barnes, Councilmember Thelma Gilliam, City Secretary 
Lauri Lankford, Councilmember  
Ed Sobash, Councilmember  
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
The City Council of the City of West University Place, Texas, met in a workshop and regular session via 
on Monday, June 22, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building, 3800 
University, West University Place. 

              
 

 Agenda items were as follows: 
 

WORKSHOP (5:00 PM)  
 
1. Call Workshop to Order 

Mayor Higley called the Workshop to order at 5:00 p.m.  Councilmembers Barnes, Lankford and Sobash 
were present.  City Manager Beach, City Secretary Gilliam, City Attorney Petrov, and PW Director 
Barrera were also present.  Mayor Pro Tem Trautner and City Attorney Petrov attended via 
audio/videoconference.   

 
Consultants Nawa Panthi and Hui-Fong Chang with HTJ, LLC, were also in attendance in the Bill Watson 
Conference Room due for social distancing.  

 
2. Storm Water Drainage System Modeling Study  

Matters related to a modeling study on the City’s storm water drainage system.  Mr. Gerardo Barrera, 
Public Works Director 
 
Public Works Director Barrera and Mr. Panthi with HT&J, LLC, presented an overview of the modeling 
study, including background, drainage design criteria, existing conditions, hydrology and hydraulic 
modeling and proposed alternatives to resolve some of the existing issues.  
 
City Manager Beach said the goal for the workshop is to answer Council’s questions, provide Council 
with options resulting from the study and to get direction from Council as to which option it would like 
more information on so staff can prepare specific information for that option. 
 
Mr. Panthi confirmed that the proposed options include improvements to Buffalo Speedway.   
  
The proposed options, which include escalation pricing for a 5-year project, are:  

Option 1: West side of the City along Academy plus shared line at City limit – $67M (Buffalo 
Speedway Improvements take care of most of the East side) 

 Option 2: New trunk line along Community – $60M.   
 Option 3: New trunk line on west side along Railroad – $59M + ROW 

Option 4: Improving drainage system along West Point plus shared line at City limit – $66M 
Option 5: Inline detention – $114M 
 

City Manager Beach said staff will provide detailed information once Council provides direction on the 
preferred option.  
 
After further discussion, City Manager Beach said staff and the engineer will use Option 2 as a baseline 
model.   
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A copy of the study is attached and audio of the discussion is on the City’s website or you contact the City 
Secretary’s office for a copy. 

 
3. Adjourn Workshop 

 
Councilmember Sobash moved to adjourn the Workshop at 6:27 pm.  Councilmember Barnes seconded 
the motion.  MOTION PASSED.  
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
 
REGULAR MEETING (6:30 PM) 
 
4. Call Regular Meeting to Order 

Mayor Higley called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   
 
5. Roll Call 

All members of Council were present, except Mayor Pro Tem Trautner who attend via 
audio/videoconference.   
 
City Manager Beach, City Secretary Gilliam, City Attorney Petrov, HR Director Urban, Public Works 
Director Barrera, Fire Chief Taylor, Finance Director DuBose and Police Chief Walker were also present. 
 
The City’s CAFR consultant, Sarah Roberts with Weaver, was also in attendance via teleconference.  
 

6. Pledge of Allegiance  
Councilmember Sobash led the Pledge.  

 
7. Public Comments  

This is an opportunity for citizens to speak to the Council relating to agenda and non-agenda items.  
 
There were no public comments.  

 
8. Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) 

Matters related to acceptance of the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. Recommended 
Action:  After hearing report from auditors, accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. Ms. Katherine 
DuBose  
 
Finance Director DuBose introduced Sarah Roberts who presented Council with the results of the Fiscal 
Year 2019 audit.  
 
Councilmember Barnes moved to accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  Councilmember 
Sobash seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
A copy of the presentation is attached and audio of the discussion is on the City’s website or you contact the City 
Secretary’s office for a copy. 

 
9. Colonial Park East End Improvements 
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 Matters related to approving the concept design and budget for the Colonial Park East End Improvement 
Project. Recommended Action:  Approve the concept design and budget by adopting an ordinance amending the 
budget for the improvements.  Mr. Jeremy Veld, P&R Administrative Manager 

 
Councilmember Barnes clarified for the record that the Friends of West U Parks Fund has approved the 
budget up to $398,850.88 and will be reimbursing the City for this project so the net cost for the City will 
be $0. 
 
Councilmember Sobash moved to: 
 
• Approve the Friends of West U Parks Fund, Inc., expenditure in an amount not to exceed 

$398,850.88; 
• Adopt an ordinance approving and adopting an amendment to the 2020 Budget; 
• Accept the Colonial Park East Playground lampposts project as presented with known 

deviations to the City’s Zoning Code; 
• Authorize the City Manager to execute necessary agreements to complete the specified 

Colonial Park East Improvements in an amount not to exceed $398,850.88. 
 
Councilmember Lankford seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED.   
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
10. Boards and Commissions 

 Matters related to proposed projects for the City’s Boards and Commissions.  Recommended Action:  
Approve proposed projects.  Mr. Dave Beach, City Manager  

 
City Manager Beach presented and stated that the projects proposed were as a result of discussions 
with Council.  Instead of reviewing each one, all of Council indicated that they had read the memo that 
outlined the projects and the responsible parties.   
 
Councilmember Lankford proposed a project for the Seniors Board.  She said as people age there may 
be times when they will have to go to the hospital or a nursing home temporarily or for an extended 
period and their homes will be vacant so it might be good to a have a program in place similar to the 
Police Department’s House Watch for residents who go out of town.  Councilmember Lankford said there 
could be a system put in place so that a resident could sign up if the home will be vacant and they don’t 
have family in town.  She said the program could include having somebody check on the home 
periodically to be sure there are no broken pipes, broken windows, etc.  She said this will also help keep 
the vacant home in good standing for neighbors and the community.  
 
Councilmember Barnes asked if this would be a simple “watch” program where the City would be put on 
notice that the house would be vacant for a period of time and that if something needs to be done it could 
be communicated to the homeowner.  
 
Councilmember Lankford said she was thinking more of a watch system where the City could 
communicate to the resident who is away or to a family member (if they sign up) to give them information 
about something going wrong with the house.  
 
Mayor Higley said his first response is “A+” however he doesn’t want to break into a discussion right 
now.  He said he doesn’t want to send it to a committee because that takes time, but asked about sending 
it to the Senior Board to “noodle” on it.  Councilmember Lankford said that is what she was thinking. 
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Councilmember Barnes said the Seniors Board has the Good Neighbor Team that does things like this.  
He said the Seniors Board has been discussing this type of program and it’s been great concern about 
what issues would be created having someone go onto someone else’s property.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Trautner said he wonders if Council needs to do something official as the Good Neighbor 
Team does something like this.  He said he worries a little about taking up people’s time on this when 
one can just give a key to the neighbor and ask that they watch the house.   
 
Mayor Higley asked that Councilmembers Lankford and Barnes get together and discuss this and bring 
a proposal before Council for discussion.  
 
City Manager Beach asked Mayor Higley if he would like to discuss his concern about the side setbacks 
on corner lots and how they extend in front of the building setback line for adjoining lots on the side 
streets.  Mayor Higley asked if there is a committee that should hear this concern and City Manager 
Beach said the Zoning and Planning Commission.  City Attorney Petrov agreed that would be a direction 
to the Zoning and Planning Commission.  
 
Mayor Higley said he is coming from a place of deed restrictions and asked how the City would go about 
addressing the issue of deed restrictions.  City Attorney Petrov said over time deed restrictions can lose 
their enforceability and said enforcement depends on the neighboring property owners.  He also said 
that the City doesn’t necessarily know if deed restrictions exist in respect to any particular piece of 
property. 
 
Councilmember Barnes asked what issue is involved.  Mayor Higley said the problem is side setbacks 
for houses on corners, an example of which is on the corner of Belmont and University.   
 
Discussion on corner lots ensued and it was Council’s consensus to direct the Zoning and Planning 
Commission to review the issue and recommend an ordinance to Council. 
 
With no further discussion, City Manager Beach said it is staff’s recommendation that Council forward 
the proposed items outlined in his agenda memo, plus the additions, to the appropriate boards, 
commissions and staff for review and recommendations on possible changes.  Councilmember Sobash 
made the motion on staff’s recommendation.  Mayor Pro Tem Trautner seconded the motion.  MOTION 
PASSED. 
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
Before moving on to the next item, Mayor Pro Tem Trautner suggested providing the boards and 
commissions, possibly via the website, with a one-page summary of Council’s list of high-level priorities 
so they know Council’s general direction of thinking.  City Manager Beach said staff will provide the list 
to the boards and commissions.  
 

11. Information and Updates related to COVID-19   
Matters related to COVID-19. Recommended Action: Discuss and take any desired action. Mr. Dave Beach, 
City Manager and Mr. Aaron Taylor, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator  
 
Fire Chief reported following on COVID-19: 

• The West U specific data received by the Harris County Public Health Department and reported 
to Council at its last meeting was inaccurate.  It was reported that we were up to 22 reported 
cases, but it is actually 15 confirmed cases 5 of which are active, 10 recovered and 0 deaths.  
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• Staff continues to monitor state and regional COVID data and is seeing a concerning increase in 
both new cases and the positivity rate, currently at 9%.  Governor Abbott previously warned that 
the critical level is the 10% positivity threshold.   

• Harris County threat level remains at Level 2 which is to minimize all contact.  
• Staff will continue to monitor and make adjustments accordingly in order to keep staff and the 

public safe. 
• Regarding the employees that tested positive for the virus at Colonial Park, staff has identified 

those individuals that might have been at risk to exposure.  Those individuals have been directed 
to self-quarantine and the City has offered COVID-19 testing for those employees.  

• Additional safety measures have been identified and implemented to provide a higher level of 
safety for both staff and residents.  

• The City is changing policy to require the public to wear masks when entering City facilities.   
 
12. Consent Agenda 
 All Consent Agenda items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council member requests in 
which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence 
on the agenda. 

 
A. City Council Minutes 

Approve the City Council Meeting Minutes of June 8, 2020, June 14, 2020 City Council Strategic 
Visioning Workshop and June 15, 2020 City Council Strategic Visioning Workshop.   

 
B. Council Rules of Procedure 

Matters related to an ordinance adopting revisions to Council’s Rules of Procedure.  Recommended 
Action:  Adopt ordinance on second and final reading.  Mr. Dave Beach, City Manager  
 

C. Texas Local Government Investment Pool Authorizations 
Matters related to a resolution amending authorized representatives to the Texas Local Government 
Investment Pool (TexPool / TexPool Prime) to conduct transactions for the investment of City funds.  
Recommended Actions:  Approve resolution amending the Authorized Representatives and appointing the 
Authorized Representatives as Investment Officials.  Ms. Katherine DuBose, Finance Director  

 
Councilmember Lankford requested that Item B removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion.  She 
also requested that the June 8, 2020 and June 15, 2020 be removed from Item A for small corrections.  
 
Councilmember Sobash moved to approve the remaining Consent Agenda Items (June 14th Minutes in 
Item A and Item C) Councilmember Barnes seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
Regarding the June 8, 2020 Minutes, the following changes were made by Councilmember Lankford: 
 

• Note that the consultant from GovHR attended via teleconference for the consultant from GovHR. 
• At the bottom of Page 2 it should be 4 out of 18, not 14 out of 18.   
• On Page 3 of the same Minutes, Councilmember Lankford said that where it states that 

Councilmember Sobash stated that acceptance of the compensation study…” and that he said 
“if there are more questions, Council can table the item and not accept it.”  She said she thinks 
somebody else said that.  City Manager Beach said he believes he said that and City Secretary 
Gilliam agreed.   

• On Page 5 “state and regional data” should be “state and regional date.”  
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Councilmember Sobash moved to approve the June 8, 2020 Minutes with corrections as noted.  
Councilmember Barnes seconded the motion. MOTION PASSED.  
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
Regarding the June 15, 2020 Minutes, Councilmember Lankford asked that it be noted that Consultant 
Lyle Sumek attended the meeting remotely or via teleconference.   

 
Councilmember Barnes moved to approve the June 15, 2020 Minutes as amended.  Councilmember 
Lankford seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
Regarding Item B (Rules of Procedure) City Manager Beach requested the following changes:  
 

• On Page 4, regarding Agenda Deadline, change “by 5:00 pm on the fifth day” to “by noon on the 
fifth calendar day” preceding a meeting.  

• On Page 5, change “meeting” presiding officer to “meeting’s” presiding officer. 
• On Page 7, add a period at the end of Rule.  

 
Councilmember Sobash moved to approve the new Rules of Procedures with the proposed changes.  
Councilmember Barnes seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None  

 
13. Adjourn Regular Meeting 
  

Councilmember Barnes moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Councilmember Sobash seconded 
the motion.  MOTION PASSED.   
 

Ayes:        Higley, Trautner, Barnes, Lankford, Sobash 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     None 

 
Audio of this Council Meeting is available on the City’s website or contact the City Secretary’s office for a copy. 
 
Prepared by:  City Secretary Thelma A. Gilliam                                       

 
Approved by City Council on:   July 13, 2020 
 
Attached:   City-wide Storm Sewer Analysis  
                   Financial Audit Presentation  
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Results / Findings
Proposed Improvements

(FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY) 

     D
o not use as FINAL copy. 



40

Storm

Sewer

100-yr Δ = 3.0”

50-yr Δ = 3.6”

10-yr Δ = 7.1”

2-yr Δ = 9.3”

Railroad Trunk Line

100-yr EX WSEL

100-yr PR WSEL

50-yr EX WSEL

50-yr PR WSEL

10-yr EX WSEL

10-yr PR WSEL

2-yr EX WSEL

2-yr PR WSEL

Homes 

(typ)

(FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY) 

     D
o not use as FINAL copy. 
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Storm

Sewer

100-yr Δ = 2.1”

50-yr Δ = 2.7”

10-yr Δ = 9.1”

2-yr Δ = 9.3”

Academy Trunk Line
Homes 

(typ)

100-yr EX WSEL

100-yr PR WSEL

50-yr EX WSEL

50-yr PR WSEL

10-yr EX WSEL

10-yr PR WSEL

2-yr EX WSEL

2-yr PR WSEL(FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY) 

     D
o not use as FINAL copy. 
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Storm

Sewer

100-yr Δ = 2.3”

50-yr Δ = 3.0”

10-yr Δ = 5.9”

2-yr Δ = 9.3”

Community Trunk Line
Homes 

(typ)

100-yr EX WSEL

100-yr PR WSEL

50-yr EX WSEL

50-yr PR WSEL

10-yr EX WSEL

10-yr PR WSEL

2-yr EX WSEL

2-yr PR WSEL(FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY) 

     D
o not use as FINAL copy. 
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Storm

Sewer

West Point Trunk Line (with Restrictors)

100-yr Δ = 1.1”

50-yr Δ = 1.7”

10-yr Δ = 5.1”

2-yr Δ = 9.3”

Homes 

(typ)

100-yr EX WSEL

100-yr PR WSEL

50-yr EX WSEL

50-yr PR WSEL

10-yr EX WSEL

10-yr PR WSEL

2-yr EX WSEL

2-yr PR WSEL(FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY) 

     D
o not use as FINAL copy. 
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Storm

Sewer

West Point Trunk Line (all 10’x10’ Box Culverts)

100-yr Δ = 4.2”

50-yr Δ = 5.3”

10-yr Δ = 9.1”

2-yr Δ = 9.3”

Homes 

(typ)

100-yr EX WSEL

100-yr PR WSEL

50-yr EX WSEL

50-yr PR WSEL

10-yr EX WSEL

10-yr PR WSEL

2-yr EX WSEL

2-yr PR WSEL(FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY) 

     D
o not use as FINAL copy. 

















Questions?
Sarah Roberts, CPA
Audit Partner
832.320.3252
sarah.roberts@weaver.com
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